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Safety and System Users Group 

  
February 2013 

 
        I.            COMMITTEE SCOPE 
This committee is concerned with all aspects of bicycling, bicyclists, behaviors of other road 
users interacting with bicyclists, as well as policies and criteria for facilities to assure safe, 
secure, comfortable, convenient, and efficient travel for bicyclists. The committee aims to 
integrate bicycling into multimodal transportation systems, and broader transportation and land 
use planning, policy, and engineering. 
  
      II.            FUTURE OUTLOOK STATEMENT 
  
There are several factors that will likely influence the scope and activities of the Committee on 
Bicycle Transportation within the next three to five years (Note: this list is not ordered by 
importance. Moreover, the list only reflects trends currently expected by the committee. 
However, the trends listed below may not materialize or other trends may emerge.). 
  
1) Continuing development and evolution of innovative traffic control devices and 
infrastructure will likely improve bicyclist safety and increase bicycling levels. 
 
2) The expansion and integration of networks of bicycle and intermodal facilities 
(including paths, cycle tracks, lanes, bike boulevards, intersection treatments, parking, traffic 
calming, integration with public transport, etc.) in cities and regions will likely facilitate bicycling 
as a safe and convenient choice for all groups of society. 
 
3) Changes in information technology, social media, and advanced mobile devices are 
expected to affect bicyclist travel behavior, wayfinding, and data collection and storage 
capabilities for bicyclist data, deficiency reporting, public input and involvement, etc. 
 
4) The development and deployment of intelligent transportation systems (ITS), including 
“Connected Vehicle”, will likely affect bicycling, bicyclist behavior, behavior of other road users 
interacting with bicyclists, and bicyclist safety. 
 
5) Bicycling is expected to increase as a mode of transportation for all groups of society 
and trip purposes. For some groups attitudes towards bicycling may change from seeing 
cycling as a ‘recreational activity,’ towards identifying cycling as a viable means of transportation 
for utilitarian trips. 
 
6) Improving bicyclist safety, especially for vulnerable users including children and older 
adults, will likely become a priority for planners, policy makers, advocates, and researchers.  
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Tools to increase safety are expected to include, among others, infrastructure development, 
traffic calming, bicyclist and driver education, enforcement, and policy initiatives to promote the 
rights of cyclists." 
 
7) For policy makers and planners, social and geographic equity considerations are expected 
to become important. Particularly important will likely be increasing rates of bicycling among 
children, ethnic minorities, older adults, and lower income groups.  
 
8) Increasing use of electric-bicycles (E-bikes) will likely change travel behavior of bicyclists and 
pose new challenges for bicycle infrastructure, safety, regulation, and enforcement. 
 
9) There will likely be increasing interaction with public health professionals who want to 
increase physical activity levels as a means to improve public health and reduce the chronic 
disease burden, particularly for demographics currently underrepresented among bicyclists. 
 
10) The introduction of bikesharing systems in many cities in North America, Europe, Asia, 
Oceania, and Latin America may change the demographic and socioeconomic composition of 
bicyclists and their travel behavior. 
 
11) There will likely be growing integration of bicyclist considerations into standard 
transportation and land-use planning and engineering guidelines, procedures, education, 
and training, not just as a specialized process or discipline. 
 
12) Increasing volumes of motor vehicles may reduce bicyclist safety on a global scale, 
particularly in countries where automobile ownership rates are growing rapidly. 
 
13) New innovative trends in finance, funding, program evaluation, and performance 
measures will likely be considered for bicycle projects and programs in light of new federal 
legislation (MAP-21) and shrinking federal, state, and local budgets. 
 
14) There may be renewed interest in planning and design of bicycle friendly campuses 
(military, corporate, or university/college). 
 
15) There will likely be a continuing increase in research on bicycling, as evidenced by the 
past growth in papers submitted to this committee for presentation at the annual meeting.  
 
    III.            COMMITTEE PLAN 
  
The Committee on Bicycle Transportation will maintain a focus on these core TRB functions: 
  
1) Develop a high-quality Annual Meeting program: Identify, organize, and deliver high-
quality technical information through podium presentations, poster presentations, committee 
and sub-committee meetings, and Sunday workshops. 
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2) Peer review for Transportation Research Record articles: Review papers submitted for 
presentation at the Annual Meeting and subsequent publication in the Transportation Research 
Record. 
  
3) Develop, market, and maintain research needs statements: Work with relevant groups 
(e.g., practitioners, researchers, funding agencies, etc.) to identify, develop, publish and 
maintain research needs statements (through http://rns.trb.org/), and promote research efforts 
that directly address committee research needs statements. 
  
Because the size and scope of the Committee on Bicycle Transportation is large, most work will 
be accomplished through subcommittees that collaborate outside of the Annual Meeting venue. 
There are 3 subcommittees that are solely within the Committee on Bicycle Transportation: 
  

A) Research Needs Subcommittee – Core tasks include (among others): Identify 
bicycle-related research needs/topics and develop related research needs statements; 
locate organizations to fund and conduct bicycling research; and track previous, 
ongoing, and upcoming research.  This subcommittee normally communicates via 
conference call at least 2-3 times throughout the year. 
  
B) Program and Paper Review Subcommittee – Core tasks include (among others): 
Lead the paper review process and develop the bicycling research presentation program 
for the Annual Meeting.  Identify papers worthy of special recognition at the Committee 
level and at the Group level.  Identify and publicize Practice Ready papers. Oversee 
plans for Workshops at the Annual Meeting, as well as Calls for Papers. Activities on this 
committee intensify during the paper review period between July/August and 
December/January. 
 
C) Membership and Communications Subcommittee - Core tasks include (among 
others): Review membership applications. Identify and in collaboration with chair and 
committee choose qualified candidates. Maintain website and internet presence. 
Communicate upcoming events and news to committee. Review applications for 
emeritus status. This committee communicates on a continuous basis, but activity 
intensifies based on applications and membership turnover. 

  
To encourage collaboration and coordination with other TRB standing committees, the 
Committee on Bicycle Transportation will participate in these Joint Subcommittees: 
  
1) Bicycle and Pedestrian Crash Relationships – Identify and advance research to better 
understand contributing factors and trends in bicycle and pedestrian crashes, particularly 
through the development of quantitative Safety Predictive Functions and Crash Modification 
Factors (Chair: Shane Turner). 
  

http://rns.trb.org/
http://rns.trb.org/


 

 
4 

 

2) Emerging Technologies and Vehicles in Personal Transportation – Explore emerging 
technologies and their relationship to roadway users, including pedestrians and bicyclists. 
(Chairs: Chris Cherry / Anthony Stein) 
  
3) Pedestrian and Bicycle University Education – Identify core competencies being taught; 
facilitate a network of faculty and professionals; and monitor research and evaluation related to 
curriculum development. (Chairs: Lynn Weigand / Rebecca Sanders) 
  
All Committee members will actively participate in at least one subcommittee or joint 
subcommittee, such as the subcommittees listed above, to effectively represent bicycling 
knowledge, concerns, issues, and experiences. Committee friends may also participate in 
subcommittees and joint subcommittees. 
 
The Committee and its subcommittees use periodic phone and internet-based conference calls 
throughout the year to conduct the majority of their work. The committee will hold a mid-year 
meeting via webinar. The traditional face-to-face, mid-year TRB meetings do not serve the 
Committee well, especially with active subcommittees that wish to meet several times during the 
year and committee members that do not attend other conferences than the TRB annual 
meeting in sufficient numbers. Additionally, reduced travel budgets limit the committee member 
and friend participation. 
 
Other Focus Areas and Initiatives 
 
There are several specific initiatives within these 3 core functions: 1) high-quality Annual 
Meeting program; 2) peer review for TRR publication; and, 3) research needs statements on 
which the committee will focus in the near future. 
  

● Practice-Ready papers will be identified and publicized through the TRB website 
(http://prp.trb.org/) and partner organizations that include but are not limited to the ITE 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Council and the Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Professionals (APBP). 

● Webinars will be coordinated with these partner organizations (and other interested 
parties) to publicize the activities of the TRB Committee on Bicycle Transportation. 

● Research needs statements will be prioritized on a periodic basis using researcher, 
practitioner, and public agency input. The top 5-10 research statements will be the focus 
of efforts to identify and market to likely funding agencies. 

  
Membership Process 
  
There is a competitive process to select new Committee members. When the committee 
membership is due for rotation, or there are a significant number of openings due to 
resignations, the Membership and Communications Subcommittee solicits applications for 
membership using a standard application form. Those applications include information about the 
person’s history of participation in TRB and the Committee, as well as relevant academic and 

http://prp.trb.org/
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professional experience. Members of the Subcommittee then review and rate each applicant 
independently. A conference call meeting is then held to recommend new committee members 
based upon TRB’s criteria for balance (geography, employer type, gender, diversity, etc.) as 
well as current level of participation in Committee activities and subject area balance. Younger 
members (determined by TRB as those who are 35 years of age or below) are encouraged to 
apply to fill out all available slots dedicated to this group. 
 
Because demand for membership usually significantly exceeds the number of openings, past 
participation in Committee activities is very important. Examples of participation include: being a 
supporting friend of the committee; supporting the research subcommittee by assisting with 
writing and reviewing committee RNS; supporting the paper review subcommittee by reviewing 
committee papers; participating in joint subcommittees; participating in committee meetings and 
webinars; and helping organize workshops. The Subcommittee submits the recommendations 
to TRB staff for final approval.   
 
Once named to the committee, members are expected to participate actively in committee 
activities, including participating in at least one subcommittee or joint subcommittee, contributing 
to committee discussions, and regular attendance at TRB Meetings where possible.  
 
Note that any individual can become a friend of the committee, and many committee friends 
also make valuable contributions to committee work. 
 
  
    IV.            COMMITTEE HISTORY (as of December 2012; needs to be completed) 
  
Committee created in 1970 
  
Official website:            http://www.bicyclinginfo.org/trbbike/ 
Membership: http://www.trb.org/CommitteeandPanels/OnlineDirectory.aspx#DetailsType=Committee&ID=1556 
  
Committee Chair:           Dr. Ralph Buehler 
Secretary:                        tbd. 
TRB Staff Rep.:               Dr. Richard Pain, Mr. Bernardo Kleiner 
Emeritus Members (1):  Dr. Marcus Ramsay Wigan 
Young Members (4):    Ms. Tara B. Goddard, Mr. Gregory R. Krykewycz, 

Dr. Brian H. Y. Lee, Mr. Carl A. Sundstrom 
Intl. Members (4):         Dr. Thomas Götschi, Dr. Eva Heinen, Dr. Glen F. Koorey, 

Dr. Brian Caulfield 
Members (21):               Dr. Christopher Cherry, Mr. Sean Albert Co, Dr. Wayne D.  

Cottrell, Dr. Dev N. Devadoss, Dr. Jennifer L. Dill, Ms. Christine 
Eary, Dr. Willard Fields, Ms. Maureen H. Gresham, Mr. Nick 
Jackson, Ms. Kit Keller, Dr. Kevin J. Krizek, Mr. Yegor 
Malinovskiy, Dr. Krista L. Nordback, Ms. Sarah Worth O’Brien, Mr. 
Jamie R. Parks, Ms. Seleta J. Reynolds, Mr. Matthew D. Ridgway, 
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Dr. Gabriel K. Rousseau, Ms. Rebecca L. Sanders, Mr. Richard G. 
Schaffer, Mr. Jeffery C. Springer, Dr. Yang Tao, 

  
Friends List:                     324 persons (as of August, 2012) 
  
Subcommittees:            Program & Paper Review (Eva Heinen and Brian Lee, Co-Chairs) 

Research Needs (Jamie Parks, Chair) 
Membership and Communication (Glen Koorey and Dick Schaffer) 

  
Joint Subcommittees:           Bicycle and Pedestrian Crash Relationships  
(parent committee &             (Shane Turner, ANB 20) 
chair)                                      
                                              Emerging Technologies and Vehicles in Personal  

Transportation (Chris Cherry, ANF 20) 
                                              Pedestrian and Bicycle University Education 

(Rebecca Sanders and Lynn Weigand, ANF 20) 
  
Communications           Glen Koorey and Dick Schaffer 
Coordinator                     (includes maintenance of the committee website) 
 
   
Committee on Bicycle Transportation -- By the Numbers 
  

Category 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Total 
Committee 
Members 

- - - 31  
(including 
emeritus, 

young 
members, and 

chair) 

 35  
(including 
emeritus, 

young 
members, and 

chair) 

Total 
Committee 

Friends 

- 289 
(August 2010) 

304 
(August 2011) 

328 
(August 2012) 

324  
(February 

2013)  

Joint 
Subcommittee

s 

1  
(Emerging 

Tech. & 
Vehicles) 

3 
(New: Univ. 
Education; 

Crash 
Relationships) 

3 3 
 

3 

Annual 
Meeting 
Podium 

Sessions 

2 2.5 2.5 2.5 3.5 
(including one 

by AT025)  
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Annual 
Meeting Poster 

Sessions 

1 2 2 3 4 

Annual 
Meeting 

Presentations 

15 24 40 57 58 
(13 podium/45 

poster ) 

Papers 
Reviewed 

24 47 56 78 79  

Papers 
Published in 

TRR 

9 6 14 17 15  

Practice Ready 
Papers 

- - 12 17 19 

Total Research 
Statements 

4 8 14 15  TBD 

New/Revised 
Research 

Statements 

2 4 8 2 TBD  

Newly Funded 
Research 

Statements 

0 1 1 0 TBD  

Webinars 0 0 0 1 TBD  

  
Papers Reviewed for Annual Meeting 
2013 Annual Meeting: 79 
2012 Annual Meeting: 78 
2011 Annual Meeting: 58 
2010 Annual Meeting: 48 
2009 Annual Meeting: 27 
2008 Annual Meeting: 24 
2006 Annual Meeting: 21 
2004 Annual Meeting: 16 
2003 Annual Meeting: 13 
 
Transportation Research Record (TRR) Series Publications 
2012: TRR #2314, 17 papers 
2011: TRR #2247, 14 papers 
2010: TRR #2190, 6 papers 
2009: TRR #2140, 4 papers 
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2008: TRR #2074, 6 papers 
2007: TRR #2031, 6 papers 
2006: TRR #1982, 6 papers 
2005: TRR #1939, 7 papers 
2004: TRR #1878, 6 papers 
2003: TRR #1828, 4 papers 
  
Webinars 
Getting the Most from TRB: Practitioner Perspective, sponsored by APBP, July 24, 2012, 
Jennifer Dill, Jamie Parks, and Ralph Buehler from ANF20 
  
Bicycle Committee Chairs 
Dr. Ralph Buehler, 2012- 
Dr. Jennifer Dill, 2006-2012 
Hugh Morris, 2005-2006 
Martin Guttenplan, 2004-2005 
Dr. Lisa Aultman-Hall, 2002-2004 
Andy Clarke, 1999-2002 
Dr. Jane Stutts, 1994-1999 
Katie Moran 
Bill Wilkinson 
  
Best Paper Award 
In 2012, the Committee on Bicycle Transportation for the first time recognized the ‘best paper’ 
submitted to the committee with the ‘Best Paper Award’. Creating this award will help encourage 
a higher quality of papers submitted, recognize outstanding work, and identify papers for 
nomination for TRB-wide awards, like the Patricia F. Waller Award. The 2013 and 2012 winners 
were: 
 
2013:  Winters, M., Weddell, A. and K. Teschke. Is evidence in practice? A review of driver and 
cyclist education materials with respect to cycling safety evidence. 
 
2012:  Washington, S., Haworth, N. and A. Schramm. Relationships Between Self-Reported 
Bicycling Injuries and Perceived Risk Among Cyclists in Queensland, Australia. 


